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ECONOMICAL AND POLITICAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN EU AND RUSSIA AT THE PRESENT
STAGE (2013-2015)

Abstract: The relationship of the Russian Federation and the European Union, for most of
the past decade and a half of the XXI century, which took place in a very positive way in
most areas of a broad spectrum of interactions, for the first time faced with a serious test in
the context of the large-scale military and the political crisis in Ukraine, erupted in late
November 2013 and continuing to this day. The latter is a kind of “Rubicon”, after the
passage of which the Russian-European relations, which developed before in the whole steadily
and rapidly, although not without problems, began to slide into the deep “corkscrew” mutual
sanctions, and, as a consequence, a sharp slowdown in economic development . The purpose
of this article is to review the state of relations between the EU and Russia at the present
stage, particularly in the pre-crisis and crisis periods still ongoing, as well as determination
of the prospects for their further development.
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Status of the EU-Russia relations before Ukrainian crisis. By the end of November
2013 (the start of the Ukrainian crisis) the European Union was the largest trading
partner of Russia. In 2013, the EU’s share was 49,4% of the total volume of Russia’s
foreign trade. In turn, for the EU, Russia is the third largest trade partner, which had
in 2013 9.5% of EU’s external trade . In 2013 the trade turnover between Russia and
the European Union reached a record level of 326.3 billion euros - in other words,
about a billion euros a day. During 20 years since the signing of the Agreement on
Partnership and Cooperation between EU and Russia in 1994 (SPS), the turnover has
increased by more than 10 times [1]. One can not assess the role of Russia as a leading
energy supplier for the EU. Russia satisfies the need for one third of the EU’s oil and
natural gas demand, demand of almost a quarter - in the coal, oil and gas products [2].

EU and Russia constantly expanded their business, tourist, cultural, scientific and
academic ties. In 2013 the borders of the Schengen area crossed 6.9 million Russian
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citizens. The parties continued to work on finding negotiated solution to the Iranian
nuclear issue, the Middle East and the Transnistrian conflict settlement and other
regional crises and conflicts.

The crisis in Ukraine and its impact on EU-Russia relations at the present stage.
The events of 2013-2014 in Ukraine grew into the civil war. The process of the falling
away from this state of some territories, along with the continuing today heavy military-
political, economic and social crisis was a kind of “moment of truth” in the relations
between the EU and Russia. Especially as the formal reason and “prologue“ to it were
the words the office of the then President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych, expressed
in the “last minute” before the reluctance minded” European integration” to sign the
Association Agreement with the EU, which was previously scheduled November 30
and envisaged the deepening integration between Ukraine and the EU in politics,
trade, culture and the strengthening of security. This Agreement was planned to replace
the former Agreement on partnership and Cooperation between the European
Communities and Ukraine.

In fact, the country was in a hostage situation that requires geopolitical and even
civilizational choice - to stay in the “orbit of influence” of Russia, with its project of
the Customs Union of the Eurasian Economic Community (EAEC CU), or to integrate
into Western structures, particularly the European Union. Thus, shortly before the
Vilnius summit of “Eastern Partnership” - the project of integration of six Eastern
neighbors (Ukraine, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Belarus) to the
European socio- economic and political space through a comprehensive reform of
some sectors - 28-29 November 2013, several media outlets reported that in fact “ the
question of accession to one or other integration associations (the European Union
and the Customs Union of the Eurasian Economic Community) will depend on the
financial benefits that Ukraine can get. So, from Russia Ukraine expected indulgences
in the export oil and gas fields, from the EU Ukraine expected the debt relief and new
lending [3]. However, the EU rejected as direct financial assistance, so as the facilitation
of the access of Ukrainian goods to the European market [4].

After a serie of events of the spring of 2014 - namely, of the event of the voluntary
(though in the presence of a powerful group of Russian troops) joining of the Crimea
to Russia and following by the referendum of March, 18, the event of the self-declaration
as the separate parts by the Donetsk and Lugansk regions of Ukraine, which were
called the “people’s republics” (7 and April 28, respectively), and the event of the
ensuing beginning on April, 14 of the anti-terrorist operation (ATO) by the armed
forces and other law enforcement agencies of Ukraine (including the so-called
“volunteer battalions”), from 17 March the European Union started to impose sanctions
against Russia, seeing in its activities directly support for the separatists, including by
military means.

Nowadays the recently introduced sanctions continue to be administered in one
form or another form. First the sanctions were introduced against certain individuals,
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especially officials and businessmen. The parties, which started this sanctions, believed,
that those individuals were responsible for the EU ‘s political and economic assistance
to the Crimea, the DNI and LC, as well as the Kremlin’s policy in the Ukrainian direction
overall. Then the sanctions were introduced against the entire sectors of the economy.
The consequences of sanctions were different for the various sectors of the economy.
So, the high-tech industries, including space-rocket, aircraft and a number of other
related sectors were largely affected by the difficulties of imports - especially of imports
of microelectronics. Other sectors, as, for example, agriculture were in a different
situation. The sanctions in agriculture created the need of the diminishment of import
and increase of the production of the national products. So it can play a very positive
role in building national production, which to a large extent dependends on the
guarantee from the state as well.

The negative consequence of the anti-Russian sanctions was the financial crisis in
Russia in 2014-2015 years. It resulted in a significant decrease in the ruble exchange
rate against foreign currencies, increased inflation, reduced real incomes. At the same
time, contrary to expectations of the initiators (primarily the United States) they did
not have any impact on changing the political course of Russia. Russia responded to
the sanctions by the EU by the food embargo imposed by the decree of the Russian
President on August 6, 2014. According to this decree it is supposed to prohibit the
import into Russia of certain types of agricultural products, raw materials and
foodstuffs, the country of origin of which is a state, which imposed economic sanctions
against Russian officials.

The list of goods, which have fallen under the sanctions, were meat and dairy
products, fish, vegetables, fruits and nuts. Gross annual volume of imports felt down
under the sanctions and is estimated as $ 9 billion [5]. Russian sanctions can have
negative consequences for agriculture of the EU countries. Russia is the second largest
importer of European agricultural products, after the United States. From losses will
also suffer transport companies, which carried out the delivery of goods; banks that
had made lendings to farmers; insurance companies, which will have to pay
compensations to all victims. Within the EU itself there is no unanimity on the question
of further tightening of anti-Russian sanctions. Opposition political forces of almost
all EU states say about the need of the cancellation or mitigation of penalties and the
need for dialogue with Russia. Leaders of a number of countries (Greece, Hungary,
Czech Republic, Cyprus, etc.) make their speeches in favor of the normalizing relations
with Russia . They fear that the extension or imposition of new sanctions can lead to
the further escalation of the conflict in Ukraine.

At the same time, several members of the European Union (United Kingdom,
Poland, the Baltic states) make a speech in favor of the retaining of the foreign policy
line aimed at the pressure on Russi. In general, these countries support the US efforts
to isolate Russia and weaken its political influence in Europe. An important role in the
development of the relations between the EU and Russia is the position of key European
countries - Germany and France. German Chancellor Angela Merkel has repeatedly
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condemned Russia’s policy towards Ukraine, including annexation of the Crimea.
She was one of the initiators of sanctions against Russia, which, in particular, led to a
reduction of trade turnover between Russia and Germany at 10-12% [5]. At the same
time the position of Chancellor does not enjoy the unequivocal support of the political
forces of the country and in the German establishment. Thus, German Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier expressed doubts about the effectiveness of policies of tougher
sanctions and of the increasing of the pressure on Russia [5]. Along with other EU
countries, France joined the economic sanctions against Russia. In September 2014,
France has warned of a possible suspension of deliveries of the helicopter equipment
“Mistral” to Russia, accusing it of escalation of the conflict in the east of Ukraine. In
December 2014, Paris finally announced its intention to suspend the supply of
helicopter in Russia. Meanwhile, in a statement on January 5, 2015, shortly before the
meeting in the “Norman format” in Astana, French President Francois Hollande made
a statement about the possibility of abolition of the anti-Russian sanctions, linking it
to progress in resolving the conflict in Ukraine.

In 2014 the volume of export of the German equipment to Russia decreased by
17% to 6,5 billion euros. In the first quarter 2015 export of the German equipment to
Russia was reduced by 28% in comparison with previous year. Thus, in two years
Russia fell from the fourth by the tenth place among the largest sales markets for the
German machine-building branch, reports Deutsche Welle with reference to the report
of Association of the German mechanicians and producers of the industrial equipment
VDMA.

According to forecasts of VDMA, in the current year it is possible to expect further
losses: “The economic crisis in Russia, weakening of ruble and sanctions opposition of
the country with the EU were negatively reflected in the German machine-building
branch”.

According to results of poll of 260 German enterprises of machine-building branch
which are members of VDMA, 94% of respondents note serious falling of orders from
Russia and decrease in demand for production. Shortage of financing for investments
from Russia became one of the main obstacles for sales of the German production: the
western banks reluctantly run business with the Russian business while clients hardly
are able to afford the credits of domestic banks because of too high interest rates.

The branch reorients sales markets (China, the USA, France and Great Britain)
became the priority directions for the German machine-building branch.

According to data of Eurostat, the economy of Finland endures recession. In the
second quarter 2015 of GDP of Finland it was reduced by 0,4% in comparison with the
last quarter and for 1% concerning the same period of annual prescription. Recession
in the most northern country of the eurozone proceeds for three years, and gross
release of the country remains lower than a level of 2008. Experts correlate falling of
GDP to the response countersanctions entered by Russia. According to data of the
Finnish customs service, in 2013 nearly 10% of the Finnish export (€5,4 billion) were
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the share of Russia. After introduction of mutual sanctions of the EU and Russia in
2014 the share of the Russian market in structure of the Finnish export decreased to
8,3% (€4,6 billion), however Russia still takes the third place after Germany and Sweden
among the countries — recipients of the Finnish goods.

Finland was one of the European countries which are most carefully approaching
a question of economic sanctions concerning Russia. The prime minister of the country
Alexander Stubb declared that Finland will be the main victim of “sanctions war”
with Russia: “Delay of growth rates of the Russian economy will negatively be reflected
in the volume of the export delivered to Russia. If the Russian economy falls to 3%,
our GDP will be reduced by 0,5%”. The general commodity turnover of Finland and
Russia in 2014 fell to 16% in comparison with 2013 and made €13,3 billion. And in the
current year continues to decrease: only from January to May the Russian import to
Finland fell to 37%, and export from Finland to Russia — for 35%.

A role in falling of a trade turnover between the countries was played by the
embargo on import of products entered a year ago by Russia from the countries which
inflicted sanctions on Russia. The ban on import of dairy, meat, fish products, fruit
and vegetables affected 5% of the Finnish export to Russia, or about 0,5% of total
exports of the country — €283 million in value terms. This loss makes 0,1% of the
Finnish GDP, counted Bank of Finland.

The Finnish producer of Valio dairy products who else in 2013 exported nearly a
half of the production on the Russian market became one of the most affected
companies from the Russian embargo. Following the results of 2014 the company
reported about falling of revenue in Russia more than for 30%, to €258 million. If not
sanctions, then this indicator would exceed €400 million, the company complained.

The Russian crisis affected and the Finnish producer of tires Nokian Tyres who
explained with devaluation of ruble falling of revenue in 2014 for 8,7%. The Finnish
retailer of Stockmann started curtailing the Russian business against deterioration of
financial results at all. In 2014 the operational loss of a distribution network in Russia
grew by 4,5 times. The retailer declared closing of 16 shops of the clothes Seppala
brand, 19 Lindex shops and three department stores Stockmann in Moscow.

One more branch where the Finnish companies strongly depend on Russia — is
tourism. In 2013 visitors from Russia spent €1,4 billion in the Finnish hotels, in resorts
and in duty-free shops — 33% of total income of Finland in the sphere of reception of
foreign tourists. In 2014 visits by Russians of Finland (by number of spending the
night) were reduced by 17,4%, according to the Visit Finland organization.

The response sanctions imposed by Russia seriously were reflected in exporters
and producers from such countries as Greece, Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Finland,
Norway and Spain.

The authorities of the European Union already declared readiness to provide
financial aid to victims of food embargo — in particular, to producers of peaches,
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nectarines and other fruit and vegetables, and also dairy products. However a number
of foreign observers and representatives of agro-industrial complex consider that the
allocated funds will be insufficiently to help the companies which suddenly appeared
in a difficult situation.

At the same time professor of Lappeenrantsky technological university in Finland
of Yukh Vaatanen (Juha V äätänen) assumed that the strongest effect from the Russian
response sanctions was swept up right at the beginning whereas in the long term
most of the European producers are able to be reoriented on other markets.

In his opinion, the embargo entered by Russia only 3% of the European export
and by that its consequences at the all-European level are insignificant though some
states of the European Union very much suffer from it. But to removal of the European
sanctions, in his opinion, can’t promote, as the conflict nature not in the economic
sphere, and political.

“From the European point of view, the sanction are directly connected with a
situation in Ukraine. Now, when Russia imposed sanctions against the EU, the
European Union doesn’t recede in reply as the situation in Ukraine didn’t change. The
EU sees in it not an economic problem, but political, tied in Ukraine” — explained
Yukh Vaatanen.

The research associate of the German council for the international relations Stefan
Maister (Stefan Meister) also emphasized that economic influence of food embargo on
the European Union is insignificant: “Perhaps, for the countries of Baltic and Poland it
is really key market, but for a great number of other members of the EU it only one of
many markets”.

Thus he recognized that in some cases — in particular, for producers of milk and
chicken meat in Germany — the Russian embargo became a serious problem for the
next years.

Stefan Maister didn’t exclude that the representatives of agrarian and industrial
complex affected by response sanctions in some years will be able to be reoriented on
other world markets. It is promoted, according to him, by the movement for economic
independence of Russia which starts gaining popularity in the European business
circles.

On this background Stefan Maister hoped that Moscow and Brussels still wish to
avoid escalation of intensity and to find a way out.

“If new sanctions are imposed, it will become even more difficult to resolve this
conflict, to conduct negotiations, to look for compromises, to find common interests.
In my opinion, the main threat that a key zone of common interests [Russia and the
EU] — the power and economy — can become the biggest zone of the conflict between
two parties, and points on cooperation doesn’t remain that will be disaster for Europe
and disaster for Russia” — the analyst warned.
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According to him, both in Russia, and in Germany gradually realize the extent of
damage which the imposed sanctions cause to the economies. “Mission of sanctions
— to show force, power, but them don’t solve the conflicts. Sooner or later it is necessary
to sit down together and to talk about interests and decisions.” — Stefan Maister told.

At the same time the director of the French-Russian analytical center “Observo”
Arnaud Dubien (Arnaud Dubien) noted that actions of the Kremlin forced many
Europeans to reconsider the opinion concerning introduction of new sanctions against
Moscow, and also expediency of the existing.

“Nobody expected such counter-measures, especially in this branch as all
considered that Russia very strongly depends on import in respect of the food. Nobody
thought that such answer is possible” — he emphasized, having added thus that the
event forced certain European politicians to start talking about harm of the existing
sanctions for economy of the European Union.

Along with it the expert specified that the released export niche in some months
can be surely occupied by suppliers from such countries as Argentina, Brazil, Israel,
the Republic of South Africa and others.

“Of course, here too there is a price moment. These countries are very far from
Russia, and transport costs much. That is not the fact that apples from South America
and South Africa will be very demanded by Russians owing to high cost. But counters
won’t be empty, I will tell precisely” — Arnaud Dubien explained the point of view,
having added that the present situation is very favorable to intensive development of
the Russian agrarian and industrial complex.

Throughout this subject the chairman of the board of the Belgian and Luxembourg
chamber of commerce in Russia Arkady Arianoff (Arkady Arianoff) noted that the
extremely negative consequences of the Russian countersanctions were felt by farmers
in Spain, Greece, Belgium, Poland and other countries which are compelled to distribute
free of charge or even to destroy perishable production.

Throughout this subject the chairman of the board of the Belgian and Luxembourg
chamber of commerce in Russia Arkady Arianoff (Arkady Arianoff) noted that the
extremely negative consequences of the Russian countersanctions were felt by farmers
in Spain, Greece, Belgium, Poland and other countries which are compelled to distribute
free of charge or even to destroy perishable production.

“The business community of Luxembourg having communications with Russia, and
Luxembourg takes the third place on the volume of direct investments in the Russian
Federation, an exchange of sanctions dissatisfied” — the expert gave an example.

By its estimates, the sanctions conflict will lead to substantial effects for the agrarian
industry of the EU.

While the European officials do assumptions and make forecasts, producers of
the countries of the European Union count losses. Especially the problem for
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landowners who because of sanctions lost a capacious Russian sales market is
particularly acute. Warsaw already demanded from European Commission 176 million
euros as compensation to the landowners. According to the chairman of the Italian
party “League of the North” Matteo Salvini, loss of Italy made 2 billion euros. And in
general losses of the European farmers from an exchange of sanctions are estimated at
5 billion euros.

It should be noted that crisis struck not only on agricultural producers, but also
on industrialists. Therefore there is nothing surprising that Europeans even more often
declare that sanctions of the West are counterproductive and inefficient. In this question
the same opinion have the chancellor of Austria Werner Faymann, the president of
the Czech Republic Milos Zeman, the prime minister of Hungary Viktor Orbán, the
prime minister of Slovakia Robert Fico are solidary, ex-German chancellors Helmut
Schmidt, Helmut Kohl and Gerhard Schröder. The methods conducting to
confrontation don’t promote reaching consensus and stabilization of a situation on
the world scene. But while Europe tries to realize this truth, its economy loses growth
rates and it risks to appear on the verge of the next long crisis.

Mutual sanctions of the countries of the West and Russia against a situation in
Eastern Europe were already called “new cold war”. This definition causes some
disputes, however it is impossible to deny that fact that current situation is crisis and
demands the fastest actions on its permission from all participants of the conflict.

It is difficult to speak about the reasons of emergence of this opposition: according
to various estimates, the Ukrainian crisis can be considered both the main source of
confrontation, and the catalyst of the becoming ripe contradictions [6] for a long time.
But anyway sanctions fight which we can observe [7] to this day became a result.
Than dangerously developed situation? For a start it is necessary to understand, what
sanctions were imposed by the parties of the conflict.

Speaking about actions of the USA, we see that the White house in March, 2014
made the list of the anti-Russian measures which included sanctions not only against
the certain people responsible for events in Ukraine, but also against the whole branches
of the Russian economy [8]. Further Washington only continued to move according to
the set vector, expanding sanctions lists.

The European Union, however, preferred to enter measures step by step. Initially
only economic and visa restrictions on the Russian officials were introduced. Moscow
answered it with imposition of sanctions by the mirror principle, counting on fast
settlement of the conflict.

Restriction of financial operations for 33 Russian officials became the following
step, also the European Union freezes assets of two Crimean companies - “Feodosiya”
and “Chernomorneftegaz”. Meanwhile Montenegro, Iceland, Albania, Liechtenstein
and Norway join execution of new sanctions lists of the EU. After carrying out early
elections in Ukraine, the newly elected president Petro Poroshenko imposes a ban on
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military and technical cooperation with Russia, and the West toughens dot sanctions
against members of political and economic elite of the Russian Federation which
continues to react to these actions symmetrically.

The total annual volume of the import which fell under sanctions is estimated at 9
billion dollars [9]. The ban concerned delivery of meat production, vegetables and
fruit, seafood and the cooled fish, milk and dairy products from the European Union
countries, Australia, Canada, Norway and the USA.

At the beginning of September the European Union declares introduction of one
more package of sanctions. They concern defense industry complex, the Russian oil
companies and the largest banks.

By this moment it became obvious that the conflict approached a critical point,
and in minds of people such, apparently, concept as “Iron Curtain” left in the past
began to emerge again. Fears connected with similar prospect of succession of events
remain still though prerequisites don’t seem so obvious any more. Nevertheless, it is
necessary to mention to what consequences led sanctions and that is even more
important as they can affect us in the future.

To understand, what effect from sanctions we gain as a result, it is necessary to
understand the mechanism of their action. First of all their efficiency depends on extent
of integration of the country against which they are sent, to world economy. According
to the rating published in April, 2014 by scientists of the Swiss economic institute
KOF, Russia takes the 56th place on the general index of globalization, advancing
such countries as Japan, South Korea, China and Brazil [10].

The Russian economy got used to the direct foreign investments from Europe
giving not only money, but also technologies, and, having blocked their receipt, the
EU painfully struck across Russia. It is visually visible on the following indicators: in
2014 the Russian issuers attracted in the international bond markets 9,5 billion US
dollars in comparison with nearly 53 billion in 2013. In the share capital for 2013 10,3
billion dollars, while for 2014 - only 1,9 billion were attracted [11].

Russia is the third trade partner of the EU on the importance, and 7% of all export
of goods from the union countries fall to its share. Therefore the European Union,
imposing sanctions, certainly, endangers also own economy which suffers as from
loss of the income connected with investments and sale of technologies into Russia
and from response sanctions of Moscow. The damage of the EU from sanctions risks
to make to one trillion euros, and the European producers already sound alarm, seeing
own losses in the market of the food. However and Russia incurs huge losses because
of sanctions opposition.

According to the IMF GDP growth of the eurozone in 2015 is corrected for 1,1%
against a former assessment in 1,7% while GDP of Russia, according to forecasts, instead
of growth assumed earlier, will show falling for 3%. Thus the European commission
lowered the forecast for growth of inflation for 2015 from 1,2% to 0,8%, and in Russia
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12% against 11,4% last year are expected. Moreover, countermeasures of Moscow aren’t
for nothing nicknamed “anti-sanctions”: they not only rendered damage of the EU,
but also with a boomerang struck across Russia. As a result only because of increase
in prices for the food the Russian consumers by November paid nearly 45 billion rubles
for anti-sanctions, and additional expenses in a year can make 147,3 billion rubles.

It was initially supposed that the Russian food embargo is entered as a protective
measure and “incentive for development of the Russian agrarian sector”, however it
is difficult to realize it in the conditions of recession of economy since huge investments
which at the moment couldn’t be taken [12] are necessary for import substitution and
development of agrarian and industrial complex.

Seeing similar figures, involuntarily you ask a question: and whether there is a
game of candles? Sanctions fight, eventually, isn’t favorable to any of the parties, and
in the conditions of falling of the world prices for energy carriers she only adds
instability to the social problems which are already existing economic and, as a result.
Certainly, any state wishes to advance on the world scene the geopolitical interests
which value is indisputable, however you shouldn’t forget about “the accompanying
damage” of political decisions which always suffers the population, and the most
unprotected members of society most of all suffer.

The future of the Russian-European relations directly depends on decisions which
will be made by the parties of the conflict soon. According to the vice-president of
European Parliament Miguel-Ángel Martinez-Martinez, “The Russian Federation and
the European Union are two considerable actors on the world scene whom it is possible
to call brothers and probably even Siamese: it is possible to criticize the Siamese brother,
but it is senseless to impose against him sanctions, since it all the same what to enter
them against itself” [13]. Thus experts agree in opinion that the European investors
can return quickly enough to Russia in case of stabilization of a situation.

Thus, the Russian economy still has chance of receiving the financial injections
necessary for restoration, and the European producers and investors - on return to the
Russian market. More difficult affairs with the USA are. The Russian-American
relations never differed in special warmth, and that fact that this year the Congress
was headed by republican opposition which will put additional pressure upon Barack
Obama, only aggravates a situation. Nevertheless, the Russian damage from sanctions
from the USA is represented considerably smaller, on condition of stabilization of the
relations with the EU.

Perhaps, current opposition also doesn’t repeat the scenario of “cold war”,
however, as well as “cold war”, it is a game of survival, and all of us well know that in
this game the price of a victory is greatest for all parties. Whether all of us are ready to
pay it? It does not seem so. In July, 2015 there was an opportunity to revise sectoral
sanctions, which was presented to the European Union. However the vector on
extension of sanctions was accepted.
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Thus, our general task is the fastest solution of the problems of interstate
communication caused by a crisis of confidence between the countries. In the modern
world any country can’t normally develop in isolation from the others, and it means
that the new round of the Russian-European relations is simply inevitable.
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