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Effect of N and P Levels on Nutrient Content and Quality Parameters of Broccoli...
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ABSTRACT: A field experiment was undertaken during winter2012-13 at Polytechnic College (Hort.) Farm, N.A.U., Navsari
under South Gujarat heavy rainfall zone (AES-III) with four levels of nitrogen viz. 80 (N1), 120 (N2), 160 (N3) and 200 (N4) kg
N ha-1 and three levels of phosphorus viz. 40 (P1), 60 (P2) and 80 (P3) kg P2O5 ha-1 in FRBD to find out the suitable doses of N
and P for higher nutrient content and good quality broccoli flower head.There were twelve treatments replicated three times.
The crude fibre and nitrate content in broccoli flower head were not affected significantly by various treatments of N and P,
while crude protein content (5.44 %) was found significantly higher with the application of N @ 200 kg ha-1 (N4) followed by N3

(160 kg N ha-1). Total carbohydrate and vitamin “C” content decreased with the increasing levels of N and P. Significantly
higher content of N, P, K, S Fe, Mn, Cu and Zn by the crop were found under the treatments N4 (200 kg N ha-1) and P3 (80 kg
P2O5 ha-1).
Key words: Broccoli, Flower head yield, FRBD and Yield attributes

INTRODUCTION

Broccoli is said to have originated in the
Mediterranean where it can still be seen today,
growing wild along the Mediterranean coast. The
seeds that sprouted the U.S. industry came from Italy
and were planted in 1923 in California [1]. Broccoli,
(Brassica oleraceaL.var. italica) belonging to the family
of Cruciferae is a delicious vegetable and more
nutritious than any other vegetables of the same genus
[17]. Broccoli can be grown in wide variety of soils
but, deep loamy soil is best suited. Soil should be well
drained and sufficiently fertilized. The soil pH 5.0 to
6.5 is optimum for this crop. Nitrogen is an essential
element and important determinant in growth and
development of crop plants. It plays an important role
in chlorophyll, protein, nucleic acid, hormone and
vitamin synthesis and also helps in cell division as
well as cell elongation. Phosphorus is called the “Key
to life”. It is an important constituent of ATP having
significant role in energy transformation in plants and
also in various physiological processes [19].
Phosphorus also helps in nutrients uptake by
promoting root growth and thereby ensuring a good

yield through the increase in total dry matter [15].
Being a heavy feeder, it removes large amount of
macro nutrients from the soil [14]. Broccoli has a great
demand to nitrogenous fertilizer. The early and rapid
vegetative growth of the plant is necessary for soft
and succulent head as well as stem for a quality crop
that is influenced by the nitrogenous fertilizer.
Investigations carried out by different workers have
showed that the head yield of broccoli is greatly
influenced by N application [7].A number of quality
characteristics and diseases/disorders of broccoli are
influenced by fertilizer management practices.
Increasing rates of applied nitrogen can increase the
incidence of hollow stem [23] and bacterial head rot
in broccoli [6]. Balanced dose of nitrogenous,
phosphate and potassium is required to increase crop
productivity without any adverse effect on
environment. Proper application of nitrogenous,
phosphate and potassium fertilizers could materially
reduce nitrate accumulation in crops [27]. The amount
of applied nutrients regarded as optimal for broccoli
may vary over a wide range depending on soil,
climate, plant density and methods of
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cultivation.Thus, the present study was undertaken
to understand the effect of different combinations of
N and P fertilizers on broccoli nutrient content and
quality parameters in clayey soil of South Gujarat.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The experiment was laid out in a randomized
complete block design with three replications having
four nitrogen levels viz. 80 (N1), 120 (N2), 160 (N3) and
200 (N4) kg N ha-1along with three levels of Pviz. 40
(P1), 60 (P2) and 80 (P3) kg P2O5 ha-1.There were 12
treatment combinations all together. The Urea, SSP
and MOP were the source of N, P and K, respectively
for the crop. A 50 % dose of N and full dose of P was
applied as basal,while second dose of N (25%) was
applied 30 days after transplanting (DATP) and third
dose of N (25%) was applied before head emergence.A
common dose of biocompost and potassium was
applied @ 10 t ha-1 and 60 kg ha-1, respectively. The 30
days old healthy seedlings of broccoli cv. TSX-0788
F1 were purchased from Regional Horticultural
Research Station, Navsari Agricultural University and
transplanted with a spacing of 45×30 cm on a gross
plot of 4.5×3.6 m (10 lines each of 12 plants) and net
plot of 3.6×3.0 m (8 lines each of 10 plants) size.
Irrigation with good quality water was applied during
the growth period of the crop as flood irrigation.

QUALITY PARAMETERS

The dried samples were analyzed for various quality
parameters. The procedure followed for each
parameter are described here under:

1. Crude fibre content: Crude fibre content (%)
on dry matter basis was estimated as per the
procedure (Filter bag technique) described in
A.O.A.C. [2].

Crude fibre (% on DM basis) = Wr -Wa
Wd
(Wr = Weight of dried residue (g), Wa =Weight

of ash (g), Wd =Weight of dried sample (g))
2. Crude protein content: Crude protein content

(%) was calculated from the N estimation of
representative oven dried flower head samples.
Nitrogen estimation was done by MicroKjeldahl’s
method [10]. Crude protein per cent was computed
by multiplying the percentage of nitrogen with the
factor 6.25 [4].

3. Total carbohydrate content: Total carbohydrate
content (%) of dried representative flower head
samples was estimated in Autoanalyzer using
Anthrone reagent method [24].

4.Vitamin ‘C’ content:Vitamin “C” content (mg
g-1) of flower head was determined by dichlorophenol
indophenols (DCPIP) titration procedure [16]. The
vitamin “C” content (mg g-1) was determined using
the following formula:

Vitamin “C” content (mg g-1) = 0.1 × V2 × 20
V1× 10

(V1= Dye consumed by 0.1 mg vitamin “C”, V2= Dye
consumed by 10 ml test solution)

5. Nitrate content: Nitrate content (mg kg-1) in
flower head samples were determined using Nitrate
selective electrode (Thermo Orion 9700 BNWP) as
described by Kalra [11]. The nitrate content (mg kg-1)
was determined using the following formula,

Nitrate content (mg kg-1) = Nitrate extract reading-
Blank reading

NUTRIENT CONTENT

The flower heads, leaves and stems of five plants from
each plot were collected for plant analysis. Dry
samples were ground and used for the determination
of macro and micro nutrients using standard
procedures.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Quality Parameters

1. Crude fibre content (%): Results on crude fibre
content of broccoli flower head (Table 1) showed more
or less similar values of its content due to the impose
of various levels of N but, the higher crude fibre
content of 2.64 % was attained with the lower level of
N i.e. N1 (80 kg N ha-1). The various levels of P had a
non-significant effect on crude fibrecontent of broccoli
flower head.

Increasing the rate of N application decreased the
dietary fibre of broccoli, which could be related to
the decrease in the cellulose, hemicellulose, lignin and
pectin contents with increase in N fertilizer [3].
Sorenson [20] also noticed similar decrease in crude
fibre content of cabbage with increased N fertilization.

2. Crude protein content (%): Crude protein
content of broccoli flower head is numerically
depicted in Table 1. Application of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4)
and 80 kg P2O5 ha-1 (P3) observed significantly higher
crude protein content in flower head exhibiting its
72.15 and 12.77 per cent higher value over the N1 (80
kg N ha-1) and P1 (40 kg P2O5 ha-1), respectively. Higher
crude protein content in broccoli plant indicates its
better quality which was reflected in the treatments
with higher level of N and P fertilizer.
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 Increase in N level might have provided more N
for making amino acids which leads to the higher
protein content in broccoli flower head. These results
are supported through the similar results of Brahma
et al. [5]. Many investigators also reported that
increasing levels of P improved the plant growth,
yield and head quality of broccoli [9].

3. Total carbohydrate content: Table 1 revealed
that the total carbohydrate content of broccoli flower
head reported maximum values of 7.81 and 7.26 per
cent due to the impose of treatment N1 (80 kg P2O5
ha-1) and P1 (40 kg P2O5 ha-1), respectively. Slightly
lower values of total carbohydrate content in broccoli
flower head were observed under the lower levels of
N and P. These results are maintained by the results
of Hara [8] and Takebe et al. [22].

4. Vitamin “C” content: Vitamin “C” content in
broccoli flower head was found in the range of 737 to
975 mg kg-1, however, its higher value of 975 and 874
mg kg-1 were attained due to the application of 80 kg
N ha-1 (N1) and 40 kg P2O5 ha-1 (P1), respectively (Table
1). Sorenson [21] as well as Babik and Elkner [3] who
found out that increasing nitrogen application
lowered the vitamin “C” content in broccoli and
cabbage. Applied P levels increases tissue N levels
and as a result, with increasing levels of P, vitamin
“C” content also gets fall down.

4. Nitrate content: If broccoli flower head contains
a higher amount of nitrate content, then it is a major
limitation for its utilization as nutritive food. The
highest nitrate content in broccoli flower head is
resulted by the highest level of N and P i.e. N4and P3
(Table 1). Its values were found in the range of 259 to

342 as well as 289 to 308 mg kg-1 for N and P
treatments, respectively which shows the beneficial
effect of various levels of N and P on quality of
broccoli flower head because, values of nitrate content
obtained was within the recommended range for
nitrate content (1000 mg kg-1) in fresh broccoli
according to EFSA (European Food Safety Authority).

Nutrient Content

Macro nutrient content (%): The effect of various
levels of N and P on macro nutrient content of broccoli
flower heads, leaves and stem depicted in the Table
2.Impose of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4) and 80 kg P2O5 ha-1 (P3)
noted 30 and 9.40., 27.53 and 4.60 as well as 32.06 and
5.15 per cent higher N content in broccoli flower head,
leaves and stem over N1 (80 kg N ha-1) and P1 (40 kg
P2O5 ha-1), respectively.

The data in the Table 2 revealed 28.91 and 15.95;
19.56 and 8.16 as well as 15.47 and 12.04 per cent
higher P content in broccoli flower head, leaves and
stem were resulted by the treatments N4 (200 kg N
ha-1) and P3 (80 kg P ha-1) over N1 (80 kg N ha-1) and P1

(40 kg P2O5 ha-1), respectively. While, the P content in
broccoli leaves was recorded at par with N3 (160 kg
N ha-1).

Application of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4) and 80 kg P2O5

ha-1 (P3) significantly increased the K content in
broccoli plants. The per cent increase in K content
under the treatments N4 and P3 were 13.18 and 3.99
as well as 22.33 and 4.16 in broccoli flower head and
leaves over N1 and P1, respectively. But, the K content
in flower head was found statistically at par with N3
(160 kg N ha-1). Its content in broccoli stem was found

Table 1
Effect of various levels of N and P on the quality parameters of broccoli flower head (FW)

Treatments Crude fibre Crude protein Total carbohydrate Vitamin Nitrate content
content (%) content (%) content (%) “C”content (mg kg-1) (mg kg-1)

(A) Nitrogen (kg ha-1) (N)
N1: 80 2.64 3.16 7.81 975 259
N2: 120 2.51 4.05 7.28 882 283
N3: 160 2.36 4.67 6.78 804 309
N4: 200 2.22 5.44 6.60 737 342
S.Em. ± 0.06 0.07 0.06 6 2
C.D. at 5% 0.16 0.20 0.19 18 6
(B) Phosphorus (kg P2O5 ha-1) (P)
P1: 40 2.49 4.07 7.26 874 289
P2: 60 2.44 4.33 7.10 853 297
P3: 80 2.37 4.59 7.00 822 308
S.Em. ± 0.05 0.06 0.06 5 2
C.D. at 5% NS 0.17 0.16 16 5
Interaction (N×P)
S.Em. ± 0.10 0.12 0.11 11 3
C.D. at 5% NS NS NS NS NS
CV % 6.86 4.73 2.71 2.17 2.01
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24.72 and 9.84 per cent higher under the treatments
N3 (160 kg N ha-1) and P3 (80 kg P2O5 ha-1) over N1 and
P1, respectively.

Impose of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4) and 80 kg P2O5 ha-

1(P3) recorded 40.00 and 16.66; 53.84 and 12.50 as well
as 10.00 and 22.22 per cent higher S content over N1

and P1 in broccoli flower head, leaves and stem,
respectively.

From the above description, it is clear that with
increasing doses of N and P, the macro nutrient
content of broccoli flower head, leaves and stem also
get increased. It can be attributed to the fact that the
nitrate ion carries one negative charge, the plant may
take up potassium (which carries one positive charge)
to ensure that the internal electrical status remains
neutral i.e. Nitrogen application increases the K
content in broccoli plant. These results are in
conformity with the results of Lesicet al. [13]. The
increase of K content in broccoli flower head with
increase in levels of N was also reported by Yoldaset
al. [26]. The data obtained in this study concur with
those of Karitonas [12] who showed that mineral soil
N fertilization increased N, P and K concentrations
in leaves of broccoli. The S content in different parts
of broccoli also got increased slightly with increasing
levels of N and P might be due to the application of
different P doses through SSP which contains S. The
results obtained from this experiment also agreeing
with the results of Riley and Vagen [18].Micro nutrient
content (mg kg-1): Results as shown in Table 3revealed
superiority of treatments N4 (200 kg N ha-1) and P3

(80 kg P2O5 ha-1) indicating 30.91 and 6.02., 30.55 and
4.98 as well as 13.34 and 5.77 per cent higher Fe content
in broccoli flower head, leaves and stem over N1 and
P1, respectively.However, the Fe content in broccoli
stem due to the N4 level was statistically found similar
with N3 (160 kg N ha-1).

Application of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4) and 80 kg P2O5
ha-1 (P3) significantly increased the Mn content in
broccoli. The per cent rise in Mn content under the
treatments N4 and P3 were 36.04 and 7.07; 24.55 and
6.15 as well as 27.04 and 8.89 over N1 and P1 in broccoli
flower head, leaves and stem, respectively. Results
of the study revealed the superiority of treatments
N4 (200 kg N ha-1) and P3 (80 kg P2O5 ha-1) indicating
31.67 and 5.76., 35.94 and 7.23 as well as 22.14 and
5.20 per cent higher Cu content than N1 and P1 in
broccoli flower head, leaves and stem, respectively.

Use of 200 kg N ha-1 (N4) and 80 kg P2O5 ha-1 (P3)
exhibited the increase to the tone of 19.62 and 4.00.,
16.11 and 4.28 as well as 17.98 and 6.04 per cent Zn
content over N1 and P1 in broccoli flower head, leaves

and stem, respectively. However, the Zn content in
broccoli stem resulted by the N4 level was noticed at
par with the application of N @ 160 kg ha-1 (N3).

Results of this study is in accordance with the
results of Yoldas et al. [26] who stated that Fe and Zn
content in broccoli flower head increased with the
increase in N. The results of the present study are also
is in conformity with the study of Yildrim et al.[25]
indicating that soil N fertilization increased the
content of almost all nutrients in leaves and heads of
broccoli.

REFERENCES

Anonymous (2000), Penn state cooperative extension report
Submitted to Cooperative States Research, Extension
and Education System, United States Department of
Agriculture (CSREES-USDA).

A.O.A.C. (2006), Association of Official Analytical Chemists,
Washington, D. C.

Babik, I. and Elkner, K. (2002), The effect of nitrogen
fertilization and irrigation on yield and quality of
broccoli.Acta Hort., 571: 33-43.

Bhuiya, Z. H. and Chowdhary, S. U. (1974), Effect of N, P,
K and S on protein and oil content of groundnut grown
in Brahamaputra flood plain soil.Indian J. Agric.
Sci.,44(11): 751-754.

Brahma, S., Phookan, D. B., Gautam, B. P. and Bora, D. K.
(2000), Effect of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium
on production of Broccoli (Brassica oleracea L. var. italica)
cv. KTS-1.Veg. Sci., 29(2): 154-156.

Canaday, C. H. and Wyatt, J. E. (1992), Effects of nitrogen
fertilization on bacterial soft rot in two broccoli
cultivars, one resistant and one susceptible to the
disease.Plant Dis., 76: 989-991.

Haque, M. E., Karim, A. J. M. S., Haider J. and Hossain, T.
(1996), Effect of irrigation and nitrogen on the growth
and yield of broccoli. Bangladesh Hort., 24 (1 & 2): 53-
57.

Hara, T. (1989), Effects of nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium in culture solution on the head yield and
free sugar composition of cabbage. J. Jpn. Soc. Hort. Sci.,
58: 595–599.

Islam, M. H., Shaheb, M. R., Rahman, S., Ahmed, B.,
Islamand, A. T. M. T. and Sarkar, P. C. (2010), Curd
yield and profitability of broccoli as affected by
phosphorus and potassium. Int. J. Sustain. Crop Prod.,5
(2): 1-7.

Jackson, M. L. (1979), Soil chemical analysis, Prentice Hall
of India Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 2ndEdn.

Kalra, Y. P. (1998), Handbook and Reference Methods for
Plant Analysis. CRC Press, New York, pp. 63-68.

Karitonas, R. (2003), Development of a nitrogen



Vol. 33, No. 2, April-June 2015 925

Effect of N and P Levels on Nutrient Content and Quality Parameters of Broccoli...

management tool for broccoli. Acta Hort., 627: 125-129.

Lesic, R., Borosic, J., Buturac, I., Herak-Custic, M., Poljak,
M. and Romic, D. (2004), Vegetable crops, Zrinski,
Cakovec, Croatia.

Purewal, Swarn Singh. (1975), Vegetable Cultivation in
Northern India. I. C. A. R. Bull., 39.

Rai, S. K. (1982), Effect of Rhizobium inoculation and P
fertilization on yield of groundnut. Andra Agric. J., 29:
78-80.

Rangana, S. (1977), Manual of analysis of fruit and vegetable
products. Tata McGraw Hill Publishing Company
Limited, New Delhi.

Rashid, M. M. (1999), Soil and Plant Nutrition. Rashid
Publishing, pp. 241.

Riley, H. and Vagen, I. (2003), Critical N-concentration in
broccoli and cauliflower, evaluated in field trials with
varying levels and timing of N fertilizer. Acta Hort., 627:
241-249.

Shivasankeb, A., Reddy, P. R. and Singh, B. G. (1982),
Nitrogen nutrition in groundnut. 2. Effect of
phosphorus on N2 fixation and dry matter partitioning.
Legume Res.,7: 105.

Sorenson, J. N. (1984), Dietary fiber and ascorbic acid in
white cabbage as affected by fertilization.Acta Hort.,
163: 221-230.

Sorenson, J. N. (1999), Nitrogen effects on vegetable crop
production and chemical composition. In: Proc.
Workshop Eco. Asp. Veg. Fertil. Integr. Crop Prod.
Field. Acta Hort., 506: 41-49.

Takebe, M., Ishihara, T., Matsuno, K., Fujimoto, J. and
Yoneyama, T. (1995), Effect of nitrogen application on
the contents of sugars, ascorbic acid, nitrate and oxalic
acid in spinach (Spinaciaoleracea L.) and komatsuna
(Brassica campestris L.). Japan. J. Soil Sci. Plant Nutr.,66:
238-246.

Tremblay, N. (1989), Effect of nitrogen sources and rates
on yield and hollow stem development in broccoli. Can.
J. Plant Sci., 69:1049-1053.

Yemm, E. W. and Willis, A. J. (1954), The estimation of
carbohydrates in plant extracts by anthrone. New
Phytol. (in the press), pp. 508-514.

Yildrim, E., Guvenec, I., Turan, M. and Karats, A. (2007),
Effect of foliar urea application on quality, growth,
mineral uptake and yield of broccoli (Broccoli oleraceaL.
var. italica).Plant Soil Environ., 53(3): 120-128.

Yoldas, F., Ceylan, S., Yagmur, B. and Mordogan, N. (2008),
Effects of nitrogen fertilizer on yield quality and
nutrient content in broccoli. J. Plant Nutr., 31: 1333-1343.

Zhou, Z. Y., Wang, W. J. and Wang, J. S. (2000), Nitrate and
nitrite contamination in vegetables in China. Food Rev.
Int., 16: 61-76.






