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ABSTRACT

Zinc oxide-reduced graphene oxide (ZnO-rGO) nanocomposite has been successfully developed in this work. The
photoelectric sensitive structures based on ZnO and ZnO-rGO nanocomposite with enhanced photoelectric response
under white irradiation were demonstrated. The currents of photoelectric sensitive structures based on ZnO NWs and
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite were recorded separately under UV and visible light illumination. The photocurrent of
device based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite under white irradiation is close to one order of magnitude greater than its
counterpart based on ZnO nanowires. The deviece based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite is also characterized by an
excellent stability and reproducibility. The photoelectric sensitive structure based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite may
have a potential application in visible light devices.
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1. INTRODUCTION

ZnO, as a semiconducting material with wide direct
band gap (3.37 eV) and large exciton binding energy
(60 meV), has been widely used in ultraviolet (UV)
laser diodes, UV optical detectors, piezoelectric
devices, solar cells, etc [1-3]. Different kinds of ZnO
nanostructures, such as nanorod, nanowire, nanotube
and nanobelt have been reported [4-7]. Especially,
ZnO nanowires (NWs) have attracted special
attention because of their great potential in terms of
optical devices. However, the weak responsivity of
pure ZnO greatly hinders its practical application due
to the fast recombination of photogenerated electron
and hole pairs in the single phase semiconductor [8-
10]. It is necessary to improve the photoresponse of
structure based on pure ZnO, which is often enhanced
by doping ion or combining with other electron-
accepting materials [11-13].

Graphene, a unique two-dimensional structure
of sp2 carbon atom arranged in a honeycomb-like
lattice, has attracted considerable interest due to its
fascinatingly electronic and mechanic properties. The
combination of graphene and ZnO can exhibit
excellent optoelectronic properties by improving the
carrier transport and collection efficiency. At present,
some different preparation methods and applications

for ZnO-graphene composite have been reported. For
example, D. L. Shao reported ZnO quantum dots
combined with graphene using atomic layer
deposition method [14]. Huynh Ngoc Tien showed
a ZnO-graphene sphere composite through a
solvothermal reaction mathed [15]. Kumar et al.
demonstrated PL properties of ZnO-graphene
multipod composite by a hydrothermal method [16].
However, up to now, it is limited that the study of
ZnO-rGO nanostructure under visible light
irradiation. Moreover, a low bias of 1 V will be
applied and investigated in our work, which is more
meaningful because of easily applied advantages in
practice [17,18].

In this study, the photoelectric sensitive structure
based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite has been prepared
through a chemical vapor deposition (CVD) with a
microfabrication procedure. The photoelectric
response of device based on ZnO-rGO with a low
bias voltage was investigated under white light
source. The current values of photoelectric sensitive
structures based on ZnO NWs and ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite were recorded under UV and visible
light illumination. Compared with the device based
on ZnO NWs under UV illumination, the sensitive
structure based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite under
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white irradiation shows dramatically stronger
photoresponse performances than under UV
illumination. Meanwhile, the charge transfer process
between the ZnO NWs and the rGO sheet under
visible irradiation was also discussed.

2. EXPERIMENTAL

The ZnO NWs were synthesized via a chemical vapor
deposition technique and the rGO sheet was prepared
by the modified Hummers method in our previous
reports [19,20]. The interdigitated electrodes were
made by sputtering 50 nm Ti and 170 nm Au onto a
patterned photoresist mold. The dissolved ZnO and
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite with ethanol solution were

deposited on between electrodes and the networks
of devices based on ZnO and ZnO-rGO would be
formed. The morphology of ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite was characterized by scanning
electron microscope (SEM, Zeiss Ultra 55, Germany)
and the elemental composition measurement was
carried out by energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS).
The crystal structure of as-prepared ZnO-rGO sample
was tested using an advanced X-ray diffractometer
(D8 ADVANCE, Bruker, Germany). The UV-vis
absorption spectral measurement was performed
using a UV-Vis spectrophotometer. Current-voltage
characteristics of the fabricated devices were
monitored using Agilent 4156C at room temperature.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 1: (a) The SEM image of ZnO-rGO nanocomposite. (b) The EDS pattern of a ZnO-rGO nanocomposite

Fig. 1 (a) shows a typical scanning electron
microscope (SEM) image of the the prepared sample.
The morphology reveals the shape of ZnO-rGO
sample. The average diameter of NWs was estimated
to be approximately 40 nm. After hybridization of
ZnO nanowires with rGO sheets, it can be seen that
the nanocomposite was made up with rGO sheets
and ZnO NWs. Fig. 1(b) presents the energy
dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) pattern for the
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite. It clearly indicates the
existence of Zn and C atoms originated from the ZnO
and rGO, respectively. This result confirms the
successful formation of ZnO-rGO hybrid structure.

Fig. 2 (a) shows the XRD pattern of ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite. A series of diffraction peaks at
31.81°, 34.48°, 36.33°, 47.59°, 56.64°, 63.08°,

64.41°, 67.98° and 69.14°, corresponding to (100),
(002), (101), (102), (110), (103), (200), (112) and
(201) planes of hexagonal wurtzite ZnO structure,
can be observed. The diffraction peaks of ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite are similar to those of hexagonal
phase wurtzite ZnO. The broad diffraction band
ranging from 20æ%to 30æ% is observed in ZnO-
rGO nanocomposite, which are likely to be defects
connected with rGO during chemical reduction
process. Fig. 2 (b) shows the UV-vis absorption
spectra spectra of ZnO NWs and ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite. The two samples show a similar
absorpt ion peak at 375nm. The ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite exhibits a stronger absorbance than
the ZnO NWs within the range of 300 nm and 800
nm.
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Fig. 3 (a) shows the I-V curves of the
photoelectric sensitive structure based on ZnO NWs
with a low bias voltage. As can been seen from the
curves, the figure of current based on ZnO nanowires
was greatly increased when the white light was turned
on. Moreover, the figure of current under white
irradiation was obviously larger than that under UV
irradiation. Fig. 3 (b) shows the current based on
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite structure, whose figure
was dramatically increased when the white light was
turned on. The photocurrent of detector based on
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite under white irradiation is
nearly twice as large as its current at 1 basing voltage
under UV irradiation. Compared with ZnO NWs

structure under white irradiation, the current based
on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite under white irradiation
is close to one order of magnitude greater than its
counterpart based on ZnO nanowires at 1 basing
voltage.

Fig. 4 (a) shows the time dependence of
photocurrent of the devices based on ZnO and ZnO-
rGO nanocomposite when switching on and off the
light illumination. With the white light turned on,
the photocurrent of pure ZnO and ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite rapidly increased to a certain value
and then gradually became saturated. Then, the
photocurrent decreased slowly and recovered to an
initial when the light was turned off. The response

Figure 2: (a) XRD patterns of ZnO-rGO nanocomposite. (b) UV-vis absorption spectra of ZnO NWs and ZnO-rGO nanocomposite

Figure 3: (a) I-V characteristics of the device based on ZnO NWs. Higher inset: the amplified I–V characteristics of ZnO
device in dark. (b) I-V characteristics of the device based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite. Higher inset: the amplified I–V
characteristics of ZnO-rGO in dark
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time of photocurrent rose to the half of their peak
figure in 30 s for ZnO-rGO device and drops to the
half of peak figure in 60 s. The higher inset shows
the reproducibility of the device with the white light
at 1 basing voltage under white light illumination.
The recovery abilities of photocurrent are not reduced
for four cycles, which indicates that the detectors
based on ZnO or ZnO-rGO nanocomposite are
characterized by an excellent  stability and
reproducibility.

Fig. 4 (b) shows the schematic diagram of
sensitive device based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite
under visible illumination. When the device of ZnO-
rGO nanocomposite is exposed to white light
irradiation, the electrons will transfer from valence

band to conduction band in ZnO nanowires. The
rGO nanosheets constitute a conductive pathway
in the ZnO framework as an easy passage route for
transportation of charge carriers [21,22]. The
separated electrons and holes under the external
electric field will produce a fast photoelectric
response. The results imply that photogenerated
carriers of device based on ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite can be easily seperated and then
collected by electrodes. The photocurrent will
be dramatically increased by adding rGO in the
ZnO framework. The nanostructure based on
ZnO-rGO nanocomposite with facile fabrication
may have a great  potential in visible device
applications.

Figure 4: (a) Photocurrent versus time of the device based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite with switching on/off the white light
illumination. Higher inset: the reproducibility of the devices at 1 basing voltage under the dark and visible illumination.The
bias applied on the electrodes is 1V. (b) The schematic diagram of the sensitive device based on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite
under visible illumination.

4. CONCLUSION

In this research, the ZnO-rGO nanocomposite was
prepared by chemical vapor deposition (CVD) as well
as a microfabrication procedure. The device based
on ZnO-rGO nanocomposite under white light
irradiation produced a tremendous enhancement by
application of a 1V bias. Meanwhile, the ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite also exhibits a good photoresponse
repeatability over on–off cycles of white light source.
This result demonstrates that the ZnO combining
with rGO can promote the separation of the electrons
and holes and leads to a larger current in ZnO-rGO

nanocomposite. The findings may highlight the
potential visible application of the ZnO-rGO
nanocomposite for new photoelectric devices.
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