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Abstract: A novel platform initiated by Chinese people to take China closer to the world was
the launch of Confucius Institute in 2004 at Seoul, South Korea. It iscommitted to making the
Chinese language, culture, teaching resources and services reachable to the world. The motive
of the establishment of Confucius Institutes is that heartening non-Chinese to appreciate more
about China and Chinese that will lead them to widen more positive attitudes towards China
itself. The bureaucratexplanation given for the proliferation of Confucius Institutes is that
they support interest in and admiration for Chinese culture and language abroad; detonation
of Confucius Institutes is often mentioned against the background of a larger endeavour to
increase China’s cultural ‘soft power’ worldwide.
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INTRODUCTION

HANBAN-The office of the Chinese Language Council International/ Confucius
Institute Headquarters is a public organization affiliated to the Ministry of
Education of China. It is devoted to making the Chinese language, culture, teaching
resources and services available to the world. It accomplishes the demands of
foreign Chinese learners to the fullest andadds to the formation of a world of
cultural multiplicity and synchronization.When it was first instigated in Seoul in
2004 and few other countries,they were bestowed the name the Confucius
Institute.As of December 2014, there are about 475 Confucius Institute, 851 CI
Classrooms spread across 126 countries with about 10,00,00,000 learners of Chinese
in different levels. Confucius Institutes are often compared to cultural assemblage
such as the UK’s British Council, Italy’s Società Dante Alighieri, France’s Alliance
Française, Germany’s Goethe-Institut, and Spain’s Instituto Cervantes. The
government of India to enhance cordial relationship with China in exchanging
Culture and language set up Confucius Institutes in Universities managed by
government. The Memorandum of Understanding for establishing first Confucius
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Institute was signed betweenJawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi and Peking
University, Beijing in April 2005 and later in July 2013 at Mumbai University,
Mumbai. In addition to these Universities Hanban also approved Chinese Language
Center at VIT University in Tamilnadu and The School of Zhong-wen in Kolkatta
to Conduct Chinese Proficiency Exams like HSK, HSKK, YCT and BCT.

CONTEXTUAL STUDY

Hanbannamed the project afterthe great philosopher Kong Qiu, well known as
Confucius by the people of China. Hewas born in 551 B.C. in the Lu state of China.
His teachings, preserved in the Analects, determined on creating ethical models of
family and public interface, and setting educational standards. Confucius is known
as the first teacher in China who wanted to make education broadly available and
who was instrumental in establishing the art of teaching as a profession, indeed as
a way of life. He died in 479 B.C. Confucianism later became the official imposing
philosophy of China, and was enormously influential during the Han, Tang and
Song dynasties.Hanban strongly alleged that Confucius Institutes will bridge China
to the rest of the World not only by taking its culture and language but also to
attract foreigners to China for Learning, Trade, Tourism and Commerce.The rise
in demand for Chinese Language speakers is the main reason for initiation of the
training and test centres. Industries that involve in Chinese customers, procure
materials from China or have its operations in China are in need of employees
who can communicate well in Chinese to win the business deals. Chinese
companies established in India are also in great need of employees who have
fluency in Chinese and in local languages. So there is a great demand for training
centres and test centres in Indian market. Moreover young generation feel that
mastering a foreign language is an assert and it will strengthen their resume in the
global job market

KEY PROGRAMS THAT OPEN THE DOORS TO CHINA

Hanban with a clear intention of bringing World in to China designed many
programs that not only attracts students by means of tours and competition but
also provide platform for these students to continue their graduate and masters in
China. It is not only confined to Chinese Language and cultural study rather it
also expose Chinese Medicine, Chinese Martial Arts and folklore. This indirectly
help tourism and other related industries to flourish in China moreover the Chinese
people will also feel that that they are not alienated from the rest of the world by
means of language and culture. Many people other than Chinese getting exposed
to Chinese is decrease the gap between china and the rest of the world and this in
turn will help China in its trade and commerce development.In other way it is
easy for the Chinese sellers to communicate effectively as the buyer knows to speak
Chinese.
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Some of the key programs are Teaching Chinese, Teaching Base, Chinese
Tests, Scholarships,China Study Program, Chinese Bridge andSummer & Winter
Camps.

TEACHING CHINESE

Hanban selects, train and sponsor teachers from high schools and Universities
in China to all the Confucius Institutes around the world. These trained teachers
will stay in the host Confucius Institutes for a period vary from one year to a
maximum of five years depend on the need and role.During their stay at the
host institution the teachers will perform teaching, conduct cultural programs,
organize conference and workshop that bring the uniqueness of Chinese with
the host nation, conduct speech and other competitions and spread the
importance of Chinese to other institutions and help those students also to acquire
the knowledge in Chinese language and culture. The complete functions of
Confucius Institutes will be monitored by the Embassy of People Republic of
China in the host country. The objective for these teachers is not only to teach
Chinese language and culture rather they should identify potential teachers of
Chinese in the country and help them to turn themselves in to a professional
Chinese teacher. To encourage such local teachers Hanban designed Overseas
Chinese Teacher Training Program that is designed to equip trainees with
systematic professional knowledge in Chinese language teaching, sound Chinese
teaching ability and Chinese culture promotion ability through systematic
teaching, teaching observation, case study and trial lecture based on different
characteristics of teachers of various countries. Tuition, board and lodging
expenses and teaching materials fee will be exempted for these teachers. In
addition to this Hanban also invite Middle School Principals and Board members
to visit China to learn more about its versatility.

ESTABLISHING TEACHING BASE

To fulfil the demands of the host institution with native teachers, Hanban
introduced a scheme of sending its volunteer teachers to these institutions where
there is a great need of Chinese Teachers due to the rise in the learners. These
volunteers are students perusing masters in Chinese Language and Literature or
Master Courses related to Chinese teaching. It’s mandatory for these final year
students to have real time teaching training in schools or colleges for the completion
of their course. So it is an added advantage for these students as they complete
their ten months of teaching practice in the institutions where they are deployed
with stipend.They are selected, trained and send to the institutions around the
world where there is a need. Hanban completely sponsor these volunteers for the
period of stay. In India this program was started in August 2014 with three
volunteers arrive to support the existing programs.
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CHINESE TESTS

To help evaluate the Chinese levels of non-native Chinese speakers around the
globe, Hanban has developed three exams, HSK (HanyuShuipingKaoshi), YCT
(Youth Chinese Test) and BCT (Business Chinese Test). The HanyuShuipingKaoshi
(HSK) is an official examination designed to assess the Chinese language
proficiency of non-native speakers from basic to advanced Level (divided in levels
1-6). It is an internationally renowned standard in evaluating Chinese language
level and the result can be used to apply for Confucius Institute Scholarship (CIS).
It is also acknowledged by universities in China as proof of Chinese proficiency.
The HSK tests consist of writing, listening and reading skills. The Hanyu Shuiping
Kouyu Kaoshi (HSKK) is the oral exam and focuses on oral competence. The HSKK
is divided into three different levels: Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced.
The number of test takers increases year after year as there is a big demand for
candidates with proficiency in Chinese. Clearing HSK level five along with HSKK
level two is sufficient for an individual to be a Chinese language trainer. As the
market in India is in great demand for learning Chinese these individual become
self employed as trainers.

The Youth Chinese Test is a standardized international Chinese proficiency test,
directed at examining non-native primary and secondary school students’ potential
in applying Chinese language in their studies and private lives. YCT offers opening
to apply for Hanban Summer Camp in China or scholarship program.

Business Chinese Test is a state-level standardized test designed to assess the
Chinese proficiency of non-native speakers engaged in business activities. BCT
assesses the communicative ability of test takers using Chinese in a wide range of
business-related occasions, daily life and social interactions.

CHINESE BRIDGE

The “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition is a large-scale international
contest sponsored by Hanban, Beijing. It consists of three events: “Chinese Bridge”
Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign College Students, Foreign High School
Students and Foreign Students in China. This annual event is organised and carried
out by Hanban and Chinese Embassy in the overseas country. The competition
consists of three categories: Cultural Knowledge (written test), Oral Presentation
and Cultural Arts Performance. The winner in every country will participate in
the grand finale that is conducted in Changsha, China and the runner in every
country will witness the competition. India hosted the first Chinese Bridge
competition in May 2014 at VIT University, Vellore, Tamilnadu. Students from
twelve institutions participated in this competition. The program was organized
by the Chinese Language Centre at VIT University as it focus on Training and
evaluation of the Chinese Proficiency tests.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

In order to support development of Confucius Institutes, facilitate Chinese language
promotion and Chinese cultural transmission in the world, cultivate qualified
Chinese language teachers and talented students of Chinese language, Hanban
launches the “Confucius Institute Scholarship” program to provide financial aid
for students, scholars and Chinese language teachers worldwide. There are five
kinds of Confucius Institute Scholarships available:

• Four weeks short term program
• One-semester Chinese language learning scholarships
• One-academic-year plus two academic year scholarships (MTCSOL)
• Bachelor Degree in Chinese Language scholarship
• Master’s degree in teaching Chinese to speakers of other languages

(MTCSOL)
• PhD in Chinese or inter language study
Scholarship winners are exempt from registration fees, tuition, fees for basic

learning materials, accommodation fees on campus, and are provided with a one-
off resettlement subsidy, monthly allowance, outpatient medical service and
comprehensive insurance for foreign students studying in China. Many students
from Indian Universities used these scholarships and spend time in China to have
a real time Chinese Language environment. Some of the students excelled in their
studies performing much better than the local students and other international
students. The basic criteria for getting any one of these scholarships is to complete
at least level two in HSK and level one in HSKK.

CHINA STUDIES PROGRAM

In order to foster deep understanding of China and the Chinese culture among
young generations from around the world, enable the prosperous growth of China
studies, promote the sustainable development of Confucius Institutes, and enhance
the friendly relationship between China and the people of other countries, the
Confucius Institute Headquarters has set up the “Confucius China Studies
Program”. The Program consists of six subprograms in the academic areas of
Humanities and Social Sciences.

• Joint Research Ph.D. Fellowship
• Ph.D. in China Fellowship
• “Understanding China” Fellowship
• Young Leaders Fellowship
• “International Conference Grant
• Publication Grant
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Students who complete at least level three in HSK and level three in HSKK are
eligible to get joint research grants and PhD fellowship. They apply through
Hanban approved centers and in turn the centers forward it to their partner
University and leading key universities in Chinafor short listing and selection.

PROSPECT OF HANBAN

Hanban supports the host institutions in different countries by

• Finding a suitable Chinese partner University to run the programs

• Select and send native Chinese teachers and volunteers

• Supply the teaching, cultural and traditional materials

• Support to establish library with authentic books and digital materials
that will showcase Chinese language and culture

• Conduct national wide competitions and assign scholarships to undergo
various courses for deserving candidates across top Universities in China

UNIFICATION OF UNIVERSITIES

The initiation of Hanban not only opened the gates for foreigners to learn more
about Chinese Language and culture, it has given birth to multiple academic
exchanges between the Universities in China with Universities in abroad. For
instance the partnership of Jawaharlal Nehru University partner with Peking
University, VIT University partner with Zhengzhou University and Mumbai
University partner with Tianjin Institute of Technology not only strengthen the
Language aspects but also in other aspects of academics. More opportunities among
these Universities for student exchange, faculty exchange, joint research and joint
publication. As Hanban choose top Universities in China to run this program it is
an added advantage for the foreign Universities to strengthen its other academic
collaborations well with these Universities. China has some of its renowned
Universities among the World top one hundred Universities rated by QS World
University Ranking and other best rating agencies around the globe. Besides this
On 24 August 2012, Hanban signed MOU with Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) of India in Beijing for training on hundred Indian school teachers
in China focusing Chinese Language Teaching. Hanban send 22 Chinese Teachers
teaching Chinese in Indian Middle school in places like New Delhi, Mumbai and
Bangalore.

CONCLUSION

Hanban has firmly placed itself in countries like USA, Indonesia, Thailand,
Cambodia, South Korea Bangladesh and some European nations. But as of India is
concerned not big establishments were made till date as the opinion of policies
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differ between the world’s great economies. Somehow to show the sign of respect
to the neighbour the government of India approved few of its functions under
surveillance. Global business and employment are the main reasons for India to
relax such policies.Hanban believes that the new Indian government will
strengthen its relations with china not only in economic growth and startergies
but also in cultural relations and exchanges. Moreover Institutional partnerships
will strengthen research and academic exchanges between China and India which
in turn will dominate the western powers in near future.
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