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National Conference on Anthropology and Health:
Responses to COVID-19

Two-day National Conference was organized
under UGC CAS-I1 Program by the Department of
Anthropol ogy, Panjab University, Chandigarh, onthe
themetitled, “ Anthropology and Health: Responses
toCOVID-19", during March 10-11, 2022. TheChief
Patron for theNational Conferencewas Professor Rgj
Kumar, the Honourable Vice-Chancellor of Panjab
University, Chandigarh. The conference was guided
by the Patron Dr. Maninder Kaur, Chairperson and
Deputy Coordinator UGC CAS-1I, Department of
Anthropology, Panjab University, Chandigarh, and
Dr. Jagmahender Singh Sehrawat of the Department
of Anthropology was the other coordinator of the
conference.

The conferencewas of ahybrid nature, with four
sessions of invited talk by distinguished speakers
and four paper presentation sessions. Two sessions
of invited talk and two parallel presentation sessions
were held on each day of the two-day conference. A
total of 97 scholars participated in the conference,
out of which 26 parti ci pants presented papers based
on thedifferent themes of the presentati on sessions.

The inauguration ceremony of the conference
started at 10 am on 10" March, 2022 in the department
in presence of the Chief Guest Dr. Vipin K. Koushal,
Medical Superintendent, PGIMER, Chandigarh, and
the Guest of Honour Dr. V. Bhalla, formerly Professor
of the Department of Anthropol ogy, Panjab University,
Chandigarh. Prof. Bhalladelivered abrief talk about
the pandemic situation in his address.

Thefirst session of thefirst day (10" March) of
the national conference started at 11:30 am and was
chaired and co-chaired by Prof. V. Bhallaand Prof. A.
K. Sinharespectively. Prof. P. C. Joshi, formerly Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Delhi and Professor
of Social Anthropology, and Dr. Bal Nagorao
Rakshase, Associate Professor, School of Health
System Studies, TISS, Mumbai, delivered talk about
various issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

South Asian Anthropologist, 2022, 22(1): 83-84

Prof. P. C. Joshi, while speaking on the topic
“Anthropology and COVID-19 pandemic”, talked
about theidea of disaster aslinked to COVID-19. Dr.
Bal Nagorao Rakshase, the second speaker of 1%
session of invited talk, discussed the topic “Outbreak
readiness; what we havelearnt from past and present
pandemics’. He discussed about outbreak of disease
and the reason and standard procedure behind the
outbreak and how popul ations are disproportionatel y
at risk based on access to resources, technology and
gender. The session ended at 1:30 pm.

The second invited talk session of the first day
started at 2:30 pm. Thesession was chaired by Prof.
V. S. Sahay and co-chaired by Prof. Abhik Ghaosh. In
thissession Dr. ShalinaMehta, formerly Professor of
Social Anthropology, Department of Anthropol ogy,
Panjab University, Chandigarh, and Professor Geetika
Ranjan of the Department of Anthropology, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, narrated their
personal experiences during the pandemic and talked
about auto ethnographic perspective over the course
of thelockdown. They mentioned how marginalised
and weaker communities were more vulnerable to
COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. ShalinaMehtagavealecture
on the topic “Entangled narratives of COVID-19
pandemic” and Professor Geetika Ranjan spoke on
the topic “Unfolding the idea of being well: An
exploration during Covidtimes’. The session ended
at4:30 pm.

Two paralle presentation sessions were held
during 4:40 pm to 6:00 pm, where topics related to
‘COVID-19 and health’ were taken up by various
researchers. The parallel presentation Session-1, on
the theme‘Healthcareand COVID-19', was chaired
by Prof. A. K. Sinhaand co-chaired by Dr. Maninder
Kaur. The Session-11, based on the theme
‘Anthropology and Health’, was chaired and co-
chaired by Prof. A. K. Sahani and Dr. J. S. Sehrawat
respectively. A total of 13 presentationswere madein
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thesetwo sessions, 6in Session-l1 and 7in Session-I1.

Thefirst session of theinvited talk of the second
day of conferencewas held at 10 am on 11" March,
2022. The session was chaired by Prof. Suraksha
Aggarwal. Dr.Gyaneshwer Chaubey of the
Department of Zoology, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi, and Dr. Nirgj Rai, Scientist, Birbal Sahani
Insitute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, talked on the
topic “The host susceptibility for SARS-CoV-2 in
India’. They talked on the topics of population
genetics. While Dr. Gyaneshwer Chaubey spoke about
the‘Role of geneticsin susceptibility to COVID-19',
Dr. Niragj Rai talked about reconstructing the genome,
from modern to ancient in South Asian context. The
session ended at 12 noon.

Two parallel presentation sessonswerehedfrom
12 noon to 1:30 pm where diversetopicsfalling under
the theme of anthropology and health were presented.
The Session-1 of the second day of the conference on
thetheme‘ Impact of COVID-19 on Human Hesalth’,
was chaired by Prof. Narender Singh; and Session-I1,
based on the theme ‘ Anthropology of well-being’,
was chaired by Prof. Rajesh Gautam and co-chaired
by Dr. Ramesh Sahani. A total of 13 research papers
were presented in the two parallel sessions with 6
presentations in Session-1 and 7 presentations in
Session-I1 of the parallel presentation sessions.

Thelast invitedtalk sessonwasheld at 2 pm and

was chaired by Prof. R. SivaPrasad. In this session,
Prof. MitashreeMitra, formerly Chairperson, School
of Studiesin Anthropology, PRSU, Raipur, talked on
the topic “Anthropology and health: Responses to
COVID-19 with referencetotribes of Chhattisgarh”,
and she discussed about the tribes of Chhattisgarh
and their response to COVID-19 in anthropol ogical
context. Prof. Kaushik Bose of the Department of
Anthropology, Vidyasagar University, West Bengal,
addressed the condition of the adult tribals in India
over the period of time in his talk on the topic
“Anthropometry based nutritional status of adult
tribal populationsin India: Past, present and future’.
The session ended at 4:30 pm.

At the end of the second day of the national
conference the Valedictory function was held from
4:30pm to5:30 pmwith Prof. Degpak K. Behera, Vice-
Chancdllor, KISS University, Odisha, as the Chief
Guest and Prof. S. Gregory, formerly Dean and
Chairperson, Department of Anthropology, Kannur
University, Kerala, as the Guest of Honour. They
highlighted about the importance of anthropol ogical
insight in the contemporary timesin India.

The conference came to an end with a vote of
thanks presented by Prof. Anil Kishore Sinha.

Dr. Jagriti Mehta, Guest Faculty
Department of Anthropol ogy, Panjab University,
Chandigarh 160014



[%] Win JPDF

This document was created with the Win2PDF “print to PDF” printer available at
http://www.win2pdf.com

This version of Win2PDF 10 is for evaluation and non-commercial use only.
This page will not be added after purchasing Win2PDF.

http://www.win2pdf.com/purchase/




