
Survey on enhancing Speaking SkillS in engliSh 
among economically Weaker artS and Science 
college StudentS

Lisha Fredrick* and J. Karthikeyan**

Abstract: English as a Second Language (ESL) learner requires a modified instruction other 
than the usual or traditional method of instruction. Learning of English language has become 
a necessity especially in a developing country like India and in a world that is racing towards 
globalization and development. So this study focuses on studying the usefulness of implementing 
Task-based learning approach as a modified or specialized instruction in proving its effectiveness 
as pedagogical tools in learning the English language.
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introduction

In Communication skills, speaking precedes the other three skills listening, reading 
and writing. Speaking comes secondary to listening skills. To develop language 
proficiency first we need to enhance speaking skills. Speaking is the direct way 
of communication. It decides one’s personality. If a person wants to show himself 
education and civilized he has to communicate. Speaking is more effective than 
writing. It is the first step for learning a language. Language is primarily spoken. 
Speaking skills is not a career based success, however surely not constrained to 
one’s professional aspirations. Speaking brings a well-rounded growth in one’s 
life. The paper concentrates on upgrading speaking skills using task-based learning. 
Increasing learners’ motivation and execution has dependably been the essential 
worry of language teachers. The present approach, task-based Learning, is connected 
to a conventional classroom circumstance with the point of discovering answers 
for specific issues, for example, poor learner inspiration. A classroom task is 
characterized as a movement that is objective oriented, is content centered, has a 
genuine result, and reflects real-life language need and use.

In school, our study would be confined to text books. Only after entering 
college we get the exposure to communicate in English. Speaking gives a separate 
confidence to overcome any difficulty and complexes. It elevates their status in 
the society and gives a recognition as efficient orators. For twelve long years, we 
have all been learning English but we have not mastered it. Only after we enter 
college we are exposed to an environment which is entirely different from school 
and we are introduced to many new learning aids like language labs, seminars and 
public speaking are adding into the academics. If we begin to address the college 
students’ problems, perceptions, and needs, then we may be able to improve the 
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students’ English learning from the outset. This study intends to show that students 
can acquire English speaking efficiency when they have the opportunity to learn 
in an interesting learning method like the task-based approach. More importantly, 
over the course of time, the researcher hopes to prove that task-based learning is a 
better teaching approach to English language instruction.

Hence, it is a need of the hour to unearth the real reasons and deficiencies our 
students encounter in the process of learning speaking skills. It is also needed to find 
the remedial methods of teaching English that might create favourable disposition 
towards learning speaking skills in English.

Survey design

The study follows the above-given steps to arrive at a conclusion whether task-based 
learning approach can be implemented among college level students or not.

resource collection

The resources are mainly books, journals, research papers and websites. Research 
papers contributed more to the study. All the resources are related to task-based learning 
and it briefs about the definition for the task, application of task and its outcome.

Books 12

Journals 84

Research Papers 201

Web sites 48
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Selection of appropriate resources

From the resources collected for the survey of the literature, the researcher referred 
few books and websites but mainly collected sources from journals and research 
papers. The study focused on task-based learning approach which was used to foster 
all four skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing. Then from the broad area, 
the researcher narrowed down to enhancing speaking skills through task-based 
learning approach.

Resources
Books Journals Research 

Papers Websites
Skills

Listening 2 16 32 22
Speaking 7 39 85 16
Reading 1 12 43 4
Writing 2 17 41 6

analysis

Task Based Learning has increasingly achieved popularity in recent years and has 
been recommended as a way forward in ELT. Task-based learning is a versatile 
and multifaceted approach refined from Communicative language teaching method. 
It stresses on natural context for language use. In task-based learning, the learners 
indulge in classroom activities which facilitate them to improve their speaking.

FindingS

Researches have been done on enhancing speaking skills with the help of technology, 
with the help of role-play, drama, mime, project, group discussions, pair tapping, 
short stories and storytelling, with the help of music, videos, podcasts, SMS, online 
messenger, the internet and other digital tools. But task-based learning surpassed 
all other methods and showed a vast difference in the development of speaking 
skills comparatively. On moving away from the conservative classroom to a 
more fun, innovative lively classroom atmosphere there is a visible development 
in enhancing speaking skills among the learners. This self-directed classroom 
atmosphere, however, is not a burden imposed on the learners rather it is a student 
centered classroom where learners develop their speaking skills even without the 
strain of learning.

concluSion

This studied the extent to which Task Based Learning influenced students’ classroom 
performance. The overall aim of the study was to find out the extent to which 
TBL is applicable to enhance speaking skills. The study helped to know about the 
influence of Task Based Learning on selected Arts and Science students’ classroom
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performance and the opinion of students about conservative classroom learning 
atmosphere in which only a limited number of tasks are used. It also enabled to 
understand how far the students are able to recognize the change in their classrooms 
after Task Based Learning approach has been implemented and to what extent 
they are satisfied with the activities. Finally, it helps to know whether teaching 
speaking skill through Task-based approach is effective to overcome students’ 
speaking difficulties and it is undoubtedly proven that it will be effective when it 
is implemented at the college level.
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