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TRIBAL HEALTH: A REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE.
Edited by Laxman Kumar Sahoo. pp. xxiii+326,
photographs, tables, figures, 2018. Serials Publications
Pvt. Ltd.: New Delhi. Hard cover. Price ` 1595/-

This volume on ‘Tribal Health’ is another
additional source book on the already existing
voluminous material on the tribal health studies in
India. This volume is interesting as all the nineteen
articles presented in pages between the two hard
covers of the volume discusses only about the
prevailing health situation among the tribes of Odisha.
A beginner in tribal health studies in Odisha may find
this volume helpful at the introductory level for
research. The editor writes in ‘Preface’, “There is a
need for initiating the area specific, action oriented
health research in consonance with the felt needs of
the tribal communities” (p. xiii).

Let us see how far the editor and his team have
translated the objectives while introducing the volume
for the readers.

This edited volume contains nineteen articles on
tribal health in Odisha without any sectional
presentation, authored by thirty-four scholars all
belonging to the colleges, universities, and other
academic institutes of Odisha. Thus scholars of
Odisha tried to assess the regional perspective of
‘tribal health’ of the State through nineteen articles.
The topics or themes covered are as follows: Socio-
legal studies on rights to health of tribals; Abnormal
haemoglobin related health problems; RNTCP in
tribal dominated regions (RNTCP: Revised National
Tuberculosis Programme); Ethnomedicine/herbal
medicines, ethnopharmacology practices;
Epidemiology of blood pressure; Accessibility of right
to health; Burden of disability among tribes;
Menstrual hygiene etc. These are some of the broad
aspects covered in this book. However, the reviewer
feels that some of the research topics presented in
this volume does not appropriately fit the title of the
volume ‘Tribal Health: A Regional Perspective’.
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Some of the research articles presented here are too
specialized and does not well fit under the general
theme ‘tribal health’ status of a region in India. The
discussion points of these articles are more on
theoretical aspects and not on the health situation of
the tribals of Odisha at the ground level specifically,
for example the topics like “Tribal Health: A Genomic
Perspective”; Opportunity of Natural Selection among
the Sabara Tribe of Odisha”; and “Use of Molecular
Diagnostics in Tribal Health”. These articles are not
reflecting upon the health status of the tribals of Odisha.

The book is subtitled as “Regional Perspective”
and many articles with common theme have been
presented, like as on medicinal plants (six articles).
However, the reviewer feels that not much have been
elaborately discussed on the government’s programme
for the protection, preservation and propagation of
the medicinal plants of the region. Tribals being poor
are much dependent on the medicinal plants for their
health care. Are they getting any supporting care for
the preservation and propagation of the medicinal
plants from the government? This has not been
answered. This is important as Odisha is rich in minerals
and extensive mining is being done in forested areas
where the tribals are living, And extensive mining is
causing destruction of the flora and with it the medicinal
plants. The authors of the articles should have probed
a little more in this aspect. Mere listing and discussing
about the medicinal plants used by the tribals of the
area is of not much help as lot of information already
exist on this aspect. What we need to know more is
about the development programmes on the medicinal
plants taken (if any) by the government and the
infrastructure and health care facilities extended by the
government in this region. This should have been
discussed elaborately by the authors.

However, the reviewer finds that this book is
greatly informative for understanding at the
introductory level about the tribal health situation in
some of the districts of Odisha where tribals are
concentrated.

P. Dash Sharma
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GLOBALISATION AND RURAL LIVELIHOODS
INDIA’S EXPERIMENTS AND EXPERIENCES.
Edited by N. Radhakrishnan. pp. xvii+204, foreword,
tables, 2018. Serials Publications Pvt. Ltd.: New
Delhi. Hard cover. Price ` 1100/-

This hard covered volume edited by Dr N.
Radhakrishnan, Associate Professor and Head of Post
Graduate & Research Department of Economics,
Muthurangam Government Arts College, Vellore,
Tamil Nadu, is the outcome of a national seminar on
“Impact of Globalization on Rural Livelihood:
Opportunities and Challenges”, sponsored by Indian
Council of Social science Research, New Delhi. The
seminar was held on 2nd and 3rd February of 2017.
The editor in the Preface writes, “The seminar focused
on conceptual and methodological issues with a view
of discerning channels and transformation
mechanisms through which the process of
globalization affects different aspects and dimensions
of rural community of India.” At the publication stage
the volume has come out titled as “Globalisation and
Rural Livelihoods: India’s Experiments and
Experiences”. The edited volume contains selected
titles presented by 40 scholars in the seminar of 2017.

Twenty-nine articles have been contributed by
forty scholars. The editor has not sectioned the articles
under any specific theme. The articles have just been
listed without section-wise presentation. However, the
reviewer finds that most of the articles are on general
studies on ‘impact of globalization on human
development/economy. Specifically titled articles on
‘globalization and rural livelihood’ are only five.
There are a few articles on ‘impact of globalization
on Indian economy’, and a few on agriculture,
education, on IT industry and on banking. Of all the
forty authors, twenty-three scholars are form institutes/
colleges/universities located in Vellore; three from
Chennai, and some from other places of Tamil Nadu.
Two articles, each from Lucknow and Mumbai, have
been contributed in this volume. Most of the articles
have discussed in general about globalization and
livelihood.

In an article on ‘Globalisation and its impact on
Indian culture and society’ the author has presented
his discussion in a very generalized way under the
headings as: adultery; food, clothing and dialect;

employment through MNCs; technological
advancement, etc. The author says (p. 61), “With the
emergence of globalization and western culture, youth
have started mixing up well with each other. The
friendly approach and socializing feature is worth
appreciable. But the total breakouts of restrictions
have adulterated the Indian mindset, playing up with
the physical relationship. This has given birth to new
relationships in India like live-in relationships.” This
is ridiculous. It seems the author (editor of a Chennai
journal) is not aware of the culture and society of some
of the tribes and castes of central India. The author
has used the term ‘Indian mindset’, a vague expression
generally used by journalists.

In another article, ‘Core Banking Services of
State Bank of India in Vellore District’ — the author
discusses (p.116) about ‘Centralized Online Real-time
Environment (CORE)’ banking supports anywhere
and anytime banking services. The author studied
impact of core banking on bankers and customers
satisfaction in State Bank of India in Vellore district.
But no where the author has given the number of
branches of SBI from where 80 respondents were
identified. The sampling design is not revealing. Are
there respondents from the rural areas? The author
has not discussed about the customer’s satisfaction
and the problems they are facing particularly in rural
areas. How core banking in Vellore is improving the
livelihoods of the rural poor should have been
discussed in a volume devoted to ‘globalisation and
rural livelihoods’.

In a volume with this title it was desirable and
was expected that experiments conducted and
experiences gathered by the rural people of Vellore
districts (as most of the authors are from Vellore) be
discussed at length through specific case studies in
some villages to give an idea of the impact of
globalization in rural areas. This the reviewer feels
has not been much discussed.

However, the reviewer finds that this book is
informative and would be helpful to the younger
researchers for understanding at the introductory level
about the various facets of globalization impacting
India.

Abhik Ghosh


